164             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART

A great man and of high renown.

For strength and valor known to fame*

Bellegiminus was this emir's name.7

The barons who watched o'er the men

Went out against the Saracen.

That day our army was pressed hard

For they had not sufficient guard,

So many having gone to seek

The forage, that the host, made weak,

Was periled by the fierce attack

That smote them both in front and back.

Natheless our men repelled them all
Save the emir, who stayed behind
With this one purpose in his mind:
It was the height of his desire
To set our war machines on fire,
Could he but reach them as he willed.
He has in hand a vial filled                                                 3,690
With Greek firej and he thus essays
To set the engines in a blaze.
A knight then smote him down, intent
To deal him fitting punishment:
He stretched the Turk upon the earth
And on his vitals fire poured forth
From out the vial overturned,
So that his genitals were burned 5
And though the men with him were fain
To extinguish it, they strove in vain.                                   3,700
THE REWARD  OF SACRILEGE
As time went on its way apace
Many an incident took place.
^Bellegiminus, emir of Megisinius, is given by the Itinerarium (p. 13) as one of the
emirs who came to assist Saladin. I am unable to identify him.